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NicoNatur®

The Collagen Casing
Available as ring casing or straight casing, 
made from natural collagen derived from split cattle hide.

Processing Instructions

Preparation
Soaking:  Before filling, soak the casings in brine. To do this, mix warm water with salt in a ratio of 12-15%. Leave the 
casings in the salt solution for at least 20 minutes to achieve optimal results.

Filling
Caliber: Fill the casings to the recommended stuffing caliber (5-8% more than the nominal caliber). In particular, for 
fine emulsions such as mortadella, we recommend slight underfilling to avoid overstretching.

Clip Size: Choose larger clips to ensure a secure seal.

Closure: The casings can be either clipped or tied.

Heat Treatment
Cooking: The maximum temperature for the cooking process is  76°C. After cooking, rapidly cool the core tempera-
ture of the product to 10-12°C.

Smoking: For applications with cold smoking, a processing temperature of max. 30°C is standard as an alternative 
to heat treatment. 

Storage
Original Packaging: Store casings in a cool, dry place. Under these conditions, shirred casings have a shelf life of up 
to six months.

Opened Packages: Reseal opened packages properly to retain the remaining moisture in the material. Avoid direct 
sunlight exposure.

Recommendation
Processing After Soaking: Use the casings within 24 hours after soaking to maintain 
material properties.

Reuse: Once dried, casings cannot be reused.



NicoNatur®

The Collagen Casing 

Size Chart for Calibers

NicoNatur Straight Casings
Caliber		  22	 24	 26	 30	 32	 34	 36	 38	 40-43	 45-47

Stuffing Caliber *		  23	 26	 28	 32	 34	 36	 39	 41	 43-46	 48-50

Recommended Horn Size 		  14	 15	 17	 20	 21	 22	 24	 25	 27	 30
for shirred casings (mm)  

Caliber	 50-53	 55-57	 60-62	 65-67	 70-73	 75-77	 80-82	 85	 90	 95	 100

Stuffing Caliber	 54-57	 59-61	 65-67	 70-72	 75-79	 81-83	 86-88	 92	 94	 102	 108

Recommended Horn Size 	 34	 35	 42	 46	 50	 52	 56	 60	 65	 70	 75
for shirred casings (mm)  

NicoNatur Ring Casings		 Ring Diameter – Regular: 30 | Small: 28 | SuperSmall: 22

Caliber	 24	 26	 30	 32	 34	 36	 38	 40-43	 45-47	 50-53	 55-57

Stuffing Caliber *	 25	 27	 32	 34	 36	 38	 40	 42-45	 47-50	 53-56	 58-60

Recommended Horn Size 	 15	 17	 20	 21	 22	 24	 25	 27	 30	 34	 35
for shirred casings (mm) 

* The caliber should be tested. In case of doubt – especially with fine emulsion products that expand significantly – 
   underfilling is recommended.
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